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Dear Mr. Ray: August 18, 1975 

As your attorneys may have informed you, CBS News is preparing a 
major documentary program, or programs, to be broadcast this fall, 
taking a fresh, new look at the assassinations of President Kennedy, 
Senator Robert Kennedy, Dr. Martin Luther- v King and the attempt 
on the life of Governor George Wallace. 

The project is being undertaken because new information has arisen 
in each case and new voices have spoken up to question the original 
verdict in each case. 

I have beenjass i gned as the producer in charge of the segment to 
be done on the death of Dr. King. 



As part of this program, we would very much like to arrange an 
interview with you by CBS News Correspondent Dan Rather, who 'will 
be the anchorman of : the program or series of programs. Obviously, 
the interview would be contingent on permission by the prison warden; 
and I know you would want to consult your attorneys. * 

In conversations with Mr. Lesar, he has indicated he would be 
unwilling to have you answer questions which might prejudice an 
ultimate new trial. I fully understand that point of view and we 
would be willing to forego any line of interrogation which might 
affect what will be an ultimate defense. 

However, it seems to me there are questions which you properly 
can answer, in fact have answered in evidentiary testimony and 
written deposition, but which would be more effective in our report 
if they came from you, rather than lawyers. One such key question 
is, "If you did not kill Dr. King, why did you plead guilty to 
having done so?". 

I am sending copies of this letter to your attorneys and we will 
await word from you, either directly or through them. 
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August 18, 1975 



I hope you will find it in your interest as well as that nf 
getting at the truth this case to agrae 

Yours truly, 

1 1 
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Ernest Lei ser 
Senior Producer 
CBS News Special Reports 





Mr. James Earl Ray 
#654-77 

Station A, Unit 1 
Tennessee State Peniteniary 
Nashville^ Tennessee 37203 

ESLrmlm 



cc: Mr. Robert I. Livingston 

Mr. James Lesar 
Mr. Bernard Fensterwald 
Mr. Harold Weisberg 
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